
What do twelve-year-olds need?



Approaches To Learning

At DCI



Middle School...
The Struggle is Real





What are ATL according to IB?



What is the ATL course at DCI?

• ATL class begins the student day in a small-group advisory 
setting. The advisor is the chief mentor and advocate for 
students, who are in grade-level groups but otherwise fully 
integrated by target language, feeder school, etc.



ATL in Practice

• On Mondays and Fridays
• Grade level independent activities & 

Check ins
• Tuesday-Thursday 

• ATL curriculum



ATL Main Topics 

1. IB Learner Profile
2. School culture and connection
3. Learning how to learn
4. Cultural Competency
5. Digital Citizenship
6. Student-Led Conferences



Strong Advisory Programs...

• Address Issues of Community
• Promote Open Communication
• Directly Improve Academic Performance
• Function as a community of learners



Strong Advisors...

• Know and care about their advisees
• Closely supervise their advisees’ academic 

progress
• Are problem solvers and advice givers
• Meet regularly to provide academic and 

social-emotional mentorship and support



No but really...what do I have to 
do?

• Read and prepare for ATL lessons
• Positive contact and relationship building 

with families 
• Academic monitoring
• Recording monthly check ins on trackers
• ATL report card each term


